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It is also the basis of the
Pinhead Institute’s Maker
Wednesdays afterschool class-

- (Wednesdays, 3:30-5:30
p.m.) continuing through the
end of March. In it, kids in 4th

und famil-

ar sxstam. |

. though 7th grades will use the

Arduino microcontroller-based

- kits to build simple devices

(think robots, thermometers,
motion detectors) that inter-
act with their environments
by way of a combination of
programging, circuits, actua-
tors and sensors — in a sort
of high-tech tinkering that can

help kids develop the skills

of creative thinking, problem
solving and persistence.

“Kids get a thrill when
they realize what they can
handle on their own, and us-
ing Arduinos in our curricu-
lum drastically increases what
the students can design, build
and make with their own two
hands, a computer and a little
circuit board,” said Pinhead’s
executive director, Sarah Hol-
brooke.

With 3D tools touching more
aspects of our lives and indus-
tries (entertainment, architec-
ture, marketing and medicine,
to name a few) than ever be-
fore, Pinhead is also excited
to be offering an introductory

See EDUCATION, Page 28
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Getting Started with Solid-
Works 3D modeling course for
students ages 16 and older
(Thursdays, 6-8 p.m.). Integral
to the experiences hdd by a
number of last summer’s Pin-
head Internship class in theu
placements, this industry-lead-
ing, computer-assisted design
software is used by nearly S
million product designers and
engineers at 220,000 organiza-
tions around the world.

“Kver since word got out
that Pinhead has a 3D printer
and awesome classes for Kids,
grown ups have been asking
us to teach them how to use
the printer,” Holbrooke said.

“SolidWorks is a vital first step

in that process.”
Building on the mde inter-

est in and success of its basic

computer coding program for
4th through 6th grade girls
launched earlier this Yyear,
Pinhead has expanded the
program to reach a wider age
range. Computer Coding for
Middle School Girls I (Wednes-
days, 6-8 p.m.) will give girls
in 7th and 8th grades an op-
portunity to learn the basics ot
computer programming and to
gain a deeper understanding ot
how we program the machines
that run our modern world.
Computer Coding for Interme-

diate School Girls II (Mondays,

Y Y A 1

330550pm)wﬂlb d,upoat'}_
previously acqmred,f ‘ﬁbﬁ:gig
skills and delve fu ' to

computer languages. Ak 3
“l remind every ng code—f |
coming through the thead
doors that the first computer
programmers were women,”
said Holbrooke. “I'm proud to
be part of a process that brmgs |
no: ]t

these or other theﬁﬁﬁﬁstz-
tute programs, please visit
www.pinheadinstitute. org or
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